The Computer System

A computer is a machine that accepts input, processes it according to specified rules, and produces output.

To accomplish a task using a cemputer you use a combination of hardwear, software and input.

Hardware consists of devices like the coomputer itself, the monitor and the mouse.  Inside your computer there are more bits of hardware containing the main chips that make up the CPU (Central Processing Unit).  Here is where the computers main memory is found.  The computer has 2 types of memory called RAM and ROM.

RAM stands for R A M.

ROM stands for R O M.

Software are the name given to the programs on the computer that performm different types of tasks, such as word procesing

You provide the input, such as typing in the word processing documint.  The computer processes your input and makes the words appear on the screen.  This is the output.

When you choose to save your work, then the computer places the file that you make on a peice of hardware known as backing storrage such as a hard disc or a floppy disc.

The table on the next page shows a selection of input, output and backing storage devices.

Input, Output and Backing Storage Devices

The table below shows some devices used for input, output and backing storage.
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